
JESUS: CREATOR OR CREATED?1 
 

“Getting it right on Christology meant everything to the early church. The church 
fathers labored over Christology not because they enjoyed splitting theological hairs 
and relished a good debate, but because if they didn’t, there would not be much of a 
Christianity at all. In the words of the Nicene and Chalcedonian creeds, Christ is the 
God-man, two natures conjoined in one person, ‘for us and our salvation.’”2 

 
When Larry King was asked who from history he would choose to interview his answer 
was Jesus Christ. What question would he ask? "I would like to ask Him if He was indeed 
virgin-born. The answer to that question would define history for me'."3 Truly, there is no 
important question for us to answer then “who is Jesus?”  
 

Colossians is all about answering this question. Paul says all of his work is about 
proclaiming Jesus (1:28) and the letter to the Colossians exemplifies this Christ-centered 
focus. It’s not the only statement about Jesus in the book, but in 1:15 he makes an 
important and now controversial statement. He writes that Jesus is “the firstborn of all 
creation.” 
 

What does it mean that Jesus is the firstborn of all creation? If you ripped the phrase 
out of its context and read it in isolation, you might think it indicates first created one. The 
Jehovah’s Witness knocking at your door believes that, which is why in verses 16-17 they 
add “other” every time it says Jesus “created all things.” Their theological interpretation 
conveys Jesus was the first created being and is not on the same level as “Jehovah God”, or 
God the Father—to use Trinitarian language. Therefore, they deduce, Jesus created “all 
[other] things.”  

 
To say that this is dangerous would grossly minimize what it is. It is damning. To 

make Jesus a created being and put him a notch below the real God (“Jehovah God”) is to 
deny who Jesus is and what he came to do.  

 
The false teachings held by some today are nothing new. At the council of Nicea in 

325 AD they were denied as heretical teachings. The historical, orthodox view of Jesus is 
that he is fully man and fully God, one person with two natures. He is not created but 
the creator. He is not less than God or a second-rate version of God. He is fully and 
truly God. Let’s look deeper into the explanation of “firstborn” and then examine further 
NT evidence on the person of Jesus. 

 
1 There are fuller treatments that argue in much more detail. Some I would recommend would be: D. A. 
Carson, Jesus the Son of God (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012); Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1994), 543-564; John Piper, Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004), 21-26; 
Donald Macleod, The Person of Christ (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 21-152; Michael Horton, The 
Christian Faith (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011), 458-82. For more on the doctrine in the early church, see: 
Horton, The Christian Faith, 470-82; Stephen J. Nichols, For Us and Our Salvation (Wheaton: Crossway, 2007); 
Gregg Allison, Historical Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011), 365-89.  
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Firstborn Son 
 
Paul chose the Greek word for “firstborn” not “first created.” The Bible often uses 
“firstborn” as a theologically rich term. It can suggest the first one born in a family but it 
can also indicate the highest ranking or pre-eminent one. The firstborn son in the Old 
Testament was certainly that, the privileged one, and the heir apparent. The privileges of 
being the first (to be) born son resulted in a theologically loaded word the Bible applies to 
the favored one or pre-eminent one, even if they weren’t actually the first born 
(temporally) son.  
 

This theological metaphor also ties the idea of firstborn to the seed of Abraham as 
the father of Israel and the seed of Eve as the mother of life (Gen. 3:15). Take Jacob for 
example. Although not the first born into the family, he became the privileged son of Isaac 
and the one in whom the people of God came. In Exodus 4:22 God calls Israel his firstborn 
son, meaning Israel is the privileged heir of all God possesses. God promises to Israel that a 
son of David will come from his seed and become the true King of Israel who earns the right 
to reign forever (2 Sam. 7:14). This coming king prophesied of in the Davidic covenant is 
also promised in Psalms 89:27 when God says, “I will make him the firstborn, the highest of 
the kings of the earth.”  
 

The story and theology of the New Testament always comes out of the Old 
Testament. Therefore, in the NT this language is used to identify Jesus Christ as the 
firstborn son who has been exalted to the Davidic throne of power (Rom. 1:3-4) from 
where he now reigns.  

 
At the incarnation, he who was God becomes the God-man. As a man, Jesus lives a 

life of humility, being subject to the powers of this world, walking in obedience even to the 
point of death on behalf of his people. The story doesn’t end there. He is raised and exalted 
so that he now reigns over all things as the firstborn son that has all the rights and 
privileges as the Son of God. That is why some have translated “of creation” as “over 
creation.” In either case, we see Paul use firstborn like it’s used throughout the NT, as a 
theologically loaded word pointing to Jesus as the Davidic King and Second Adam. “The 
term ‘firstborn’ distances Jesus from creation rather than subsumes him under it. 
Therefore, the point is that Jesus is the firstborn (preeminent) with reference to the 
creation, just as later Paul argued that Jesus was preeminent ‘out of the dead.’”4 It in no way 
suggests first to be physically created. 
 

The context of our section (1:15-17) makes the same point. The repetitive and 
straightforward claims about Jesus’ complete divinity make it hard to say with a straight 
face that the Bible sees him as anything less than God.  Paul isn’t identifying Jesus as the 
greatest created being but he’s putting Jesus on the same exact level as God. He’s saying 

 
4 Richard R. Melick Jr., Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1991), 217. 



what is true of God is true of Jesus and what God did in creating physical stuff Jesus did in 
creating physical stuff.  

 
The idea here is that Jesus was with God and was God (John 1:1-3). He not only 

created all things but that it all exists by, for him, and through him. The language in 
Colossians alone won’t let us get away with any view of Jesus as being created or less than 
fully God. 
 “For by him all things were created...” (1:16). 
 “All things were created through him and for him” (1:16). 
 “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (1:19). 
 “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (2:9). 
 

Jehovah’s Witnesses says that Jesus becomes divine (like God) but he does not share 
equality and glory with Jehovah God. However, these verses make it clear that there’s no 
one higher on the ladder than Jesus. It’s not just that Jesus creates all things, but that 
everything in this world and the whole point of creation itself is for the glory of Jesus. Paul, 
like any Jew steeped in the Old Testament, knows that God shares his glory with no one 
else…period. “I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other” (Is. 42:8). The 
reason why Paul can hold up the glory of Jesus as the glory of God and point the Colossians 
to rightly worshipping Jesus is because he is God the Son.5 Jesus “is the Son of God from 
eternity, simultaneously distinguishable from his heavenly Father yet one with him, the 
perfect Revealer of the living God.”6 
 
 
Fully God 
 
The historic, orthodox doctrine Christians confess is that Jesus is at once fully God and fully 
man, two natures in one person. The Westminster Confession provides this summary: “The 
Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance 
and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon Him man’s 
nature, with all the essential properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin.”7  
 

At the incarnation, Jesus doesn’t give up his God-ness or even mix the two together, 
like adding some cream to your coffee, but he takes on a human nature and flesh. The 
incarnation isn’t about Jesus losing anything as man but taking something else on as the 
God-man.  

 
Let’s look at some of the NT evidence for the divinity of Jesus. As we do, it’s 

important to remember that the entire Bible consistently teaches that there are no levels of 

 
5 For more commentary on “firstborn from creation”, see: Peter T. O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon (Waco: Word 
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Eerdmans, 2008), 118-119; David W. Pao, Colossians & Philemon, Exegetical Commentary on the New 
Testament Series (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012), 95. 
6 D. A. Carson, Jesus the Son of God (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 41. 
7 The Westminster Confession of Faith (Lawrenceville: The Committee for Christian Education and Publications 
PCA Bookstore), Chapter 27.2, 29. 



deities, only the one God Almighty. The notion of their being a divine silver-medal winner 
who’s almost equal to God but not quite God goes against the whole story of the Bible.  
 
 
Jesus Claims Equality with God 
 
I don’t have anything against people who are Jehovah’s Witnesses so none of this is a 
personal attack. But, their religion is so contrary to clear statements in the Bible that they 
twist that I’m forced to mention them multiple times here. They once again derail 
themselves by suggesting that Jesus never actually claims to be God.8 They aren’t the only 
group who put forward such suggestions but it is a hallmark of their belief system. Let’s 
look at the NT then and see if Jesus does or doesn’t put himself on par and equal with God. 
 

No one slips to Jesus the idea of God being his Father. Throughout the gospels Jesus 
sees himself as the unique Son of God, eternally one with the Father and equally God. By 
calling God his Father (Jn. 5:17-18) he claims to be one with Him. He didn’t have to say the 
words “I am God.” The Jews knew exactly what he was saying which is why they wanted to 
stone him. “’I and the Father are one.’ The Jews picked up stones again to stone him….The 
Jews answered him, ‘It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God’” (Jn. 8:58-59; cf. Mr. 14:61-64; Jn. 
5:17-18; 10:30-33; 16:15, 28 ).  

 
Jesus claims what no one else in the Bible would dare: “I and the Father are one (Jn. 

10:30; 17:11, 22). He takes on the OT name of God (I Am) and claims eternal existence. 
“Jesus said to them, ‘truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.’ So they picked up 
stones to throw at him” (Jn. 8:58-59; cf. Ex. 3:14). When Jesus says the same thing at his 
betrayal (“I am [he]”) the people actually fall to the ground. People don’t fall to the ground 
in shock or pick up stones with the intent to kill unless they clearly hear a person claiming 
equality with God.  

 
These texts caution us not to play games with Jesus or to take him lightly. Either 

deny what he said and call him crazy or believe it and call him Christ.  
 
 
Jesus Receives What Only God Should: Worship 
 
Jesus thinks he is God and as God, worthy of worship. The Apostles don’t allow themselves 
to be worshipped (Acts 14:14-15) and even angels don’t receive worship (Rev. 19:10). 
Jesus differs from prophets, apostles, and even the magnificent angels by receiving other’s 
worship. “And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God’” (Mt. 
14:33). The same thing happened after Christ’s resurrection (Mt. 28:9), and never does he 

 
8 “Is God Always Superior to Jesus?” Should You Believe in the Trinity? Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 
Pennsylvania, Watchtower Society online ed., 
http://www.watchtower.org/e/ti/index.htm?article=article06.htm. 



rebuke them or tell them he’s not worthy of their worship. He receives it (see also Jn. 9:38; 
20:28; Rev. 5:13). 
 
 
Jesus Possesses the Attributes of God 
 
In the gospels, Jesus demonstrates the attributes only God possesses. The big “omni-“ 
words show us that Jesus is all-powerful (omnipotent), he knows everything (omniscient), 
and all things are before him at all times (omnipresent). Here’s just a sampling of the 
Scriptures.  
 

Jesus’ omnipotence is seen in his power to still a storm with one word (Mt. 8:26-27), 
to multiply fish and bread (Mt. 14:19), and turn water into wine (Jn. 2:1-11).  

 
His omniscience is seen in that he knows people’s thoughts (Mk. 2:8), he knows who 

will believe in him (Jn. 6:64), and he knew all things (Jn. 16:30; 21:17).  
 
His omnipresence is seen in his promise to be with two or three who gather (Mt. 

18:20), and he will be with all his disciples until the end of the world (Mt. 28:20).  
 
There are other things in the NT we see Jesus do that point to his divinity. He can 

forgive sins, which only God can do (Mk. 2:5-7). He speaks with the authority of God and 
not just a prophet (Mt. 5:22; 7:28-29). He is Lord of the Sabbath (Mk. 2:27-28). He is eternal 
and immortal (Rev. 1:8; Jn. 8:58; 10:17-18).  
 
 
New Testament Writers Identify Jesus as God 
 
When the NT writers use the word for God in reference to Jesus, it refers “to the one who is 
the Creator of heaven and earth, ruler over all.”9 In the Jewish and Christian Scriptures 
there is God and there is everything else, which is not God. This differs greatly from any old 
or modern ideas of people with sparks of divinity in them or people who are god-like or 
god-lite. There is God, the one eternally existent, all-powerful, perfectly holy, unimaginably 
glorious maker of all things. When New Testament writers or people recorded in the New 
Testament call Jesus God, they have in mind this almighty God.  
 

John’s book opens by saying that in the beginning—from eternity past before 
anything was ever created or time as we know it first ticked—was the Word (Jesus). “The 
Word was with God, and the Word was God” (Jn. 1:1). Here we see the beauty of Jesus being 
God and also a person distinguished from God the Father. He goes on to say that “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father” (Jn. 1:14). Just in case it wasn’t clear he finishes the opening of his prologue like 
he began. “No one has ever seen God; the only God [Jesus], who is at the Father’s side, he 

 
9 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 543. 



has made him known” (Jn. 1:18). John isn’t the only one to call Jesus God. Thomas says to 
Jesus, “’My Lord and my God!’” (Jn. 20:28).   

 
Paul says that Jesus “is the Christ, who is God over all” (Rom. 9:5). In Philippians 2 

Paul provides one of the most helpful explanations of Jesus as fully God and fully man. He 
was “in the form of God” and equal with God (Phil. 2:6), but he takes on the form of a 
servant by becoming man (2:7-8). In both instances, “form” doesn’t mean appearance but 
“in the true nature of.” The one who was in the form of God now also adds a human nature 
by taking on the form of man. Elsewhere Paul says we await “the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).  

 
Peter uses the same language because he possess the same theology: “our God and 

Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1). And finally, Hebrews 1 teaches the same Christology. 
“[Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature” (Heb. 1:3). 
The writer goes on to explain that Jesus is so much higher than the angels because he is the 
God of the angels. “But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever” (Heb. 
1:8).  

 
All of these verses give us a consistent and clear picture that Jesus claimed to be 

God, his followers worshipped and saw him as God, and the NT authors attest that he is 
God. 
 
Application 
 
So, why does it matter anyways? What might Paul have been teaching the Colossians 
through this right theology of Jesus’ divinity? A number of applications are teased out 
throughout this book, but here are a few to chew on for now. 
 

Right believing is just as practical an application as right doing. Paul writes against 
false teachings about Jesus that might have spread and he also teaches us right doctrine 
about Jesus. It’s important that we think right thoughts about Jesus not only because our 
life quite literally depends upon it, but also because our worship is rooted in our beliefs. 
This means that a full and robust understanding of the person and work of Jesus provides 
the catalyst for passionate and heart-throbbing worship. Paul’s purpose in this section is to 
make a big deal about the preeminence of Jesus so the people will be faithful followers and 
passionate worshippers of Jesus.  
 

It also dramatically affects our view of salvation. Man’s sin against God created a 
huge gap. The great dilemma is that man can never make his way back to God on his own. 
Man is the problem and cannot be the solution; God is needed. At the same time, because 
mankind sinned it must be a human person who takes the punishment for sin on their 
shoulders.  

 
Jesus comes as the great mediator between God and man because he is at one time 

fully God and fully man in one person. “For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (I Tim. 2:5). As man, he takes the sins of his 



brothers and sisters upon himself and as God he can bring us back into reconciliation to 
God. 10 He became man so that he might bring us to God. Our salvation and reconciliation to 
God depends on Jesus being not just a good person or instrument used by God but it 
depends on him being truly and fully God and truly and fully man. What a Savior we have in 
Jesus!  

 
Thirdly, as was mentioned with the image of God, Paul is laying a foundation for the 

sanctification of the Christian. Because of sin inherited in Adam, the image of God remains 
in us but it’s greatly marred. However, in Christ, we are being remade into the image of our 
God (Col. 3:10). Paul doesn’t provide a list of put offs and put ons in chapter 3 because he’s 
a fan of nice, wholesome people. In this list he’s saying because you are a new person in 
Jesus Christ and because God is remaking you, look like you were supposed to as an image-
bearer. Live out reality. Because Jesus is God in flesh (the God-man), as we are being 
remade into his likeness we are imaging God. The Creator’s desire for man to image God 
(Gen. 1:26-28) and Paul’s desire to see them mature in Christ (Col. 1:28) aren’t two 
different things. By looking like Jesus we image God. 
 

A fourth implication is that because Jesus is the one God over all created things, they 
have power and victory in him over the demonic beings that attack and tempt them. The 
King reigns over everything, including the spiritual forces of darkness that once inflicted 
and enslaved them. This would have been especially comforting for the Colossians since 
they were a culture where many were deeply entrenched in spiritual warfare and the 
occults.  

 
Paul tells them not only that they’ve been transferred out of the kingdom of 

darkness into the kingdom of light (1:13-14), but Jesus now reigns in power over all things 
in this world. If a new king (who is good) has decisively defeated an old king (who was bad) 
then there is great relief in knowing who is now in control. For the Colossians, they no 
longer had to worry about what the evil ones might do to them or feel like they had a claim 
on them. They now belonged to Jesus who rules in power over those forces and no one had 
any claims on them except God. 
 

Fifth and finally, Jesus as God is not only over all but all things exist for him. Jesus is 
the King over all. Our lives are lived for him and to him. He is not one of many religious 
influences on the smorgasbord of spirituality. He’s the high King over his people, who rules 
for their good and who the people of the kingdom find their joy in. Since he is God we know 
our hearts will find their full satisfaction, rest, and joy in Christ alone.  

 

 
10 “Q. 38. Why was it requisite that the mediator should be God? A. It was requisite that the mediator 
should be God, that he might sustain and keep the human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of 
God, and the power of death; give worth and efficacy to his sufferings, obedience, and intercession; and to 
satisfy God's justice, procure his favor, purchase a peculiar people, give his Spirit to them, conquer all 
their enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation. The Westminster Confession of Faith, together with 
The Larger Catechism and The Shorter Catechism (Lawrenceville: The Committee for Christian Education 
and Publications PCA Bookstore), The Larger Catechism, 20. 



Paul keeps putting up billboards advertising the glory of Jesus because he knows 
they’ve looked to the wrong things to either satisfy or fight their desire (Col. 2:21-23). 
Everything that is not God is finite, and anything that is finite is by nature incapable of fully 
and eternally satisfying us.  
 

This reality first struck me when I read this paragraph from Os Guinness: “God alone 
needs nothing outside himself, because he himself is the highest and the only lasting good. 
So all objects we desire short of God are as finite and incomplete as we ourselves are and, 
therefore, disappointing if we make them the objects of ultimate desire.”11 Paul says stop 
trying to quench the wrong desires of the flesh by just saying no to desire. But give a 
greater yes to desire by letting it find its true, right, and beautiful fulfillment in the endless 
fount of all joys and pleasures, Jesus Christ (Col. 2:21-3:4).  
 

Colossians not only gives us permission to seek pleasure, but it tells us the source of 
all pleasures is found in Jesus Christ the Son of God. He is the bottomless well of peace, the 
jackpot of joy, and the fountainhead of all delights. Find him and you’ve found everything.  
 
 

 
11 Os Guinness, The Call (Nashville: W Publishing Group, 1998), 13 


