
Lessons Learned in the Wilderness 
An Oasis in the Desert (Deuteronomy 32 & Hosea 2) 

 
“God found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness; he encircled him, he 
cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.” Deuteronomy 32:10 

 
“God promises to draw us apart, for there he can best deal with us, and this separated place is not 
to be a Paradise, but a wilderness, since in such a place there will be nothing to take off our 
attention from our God…When thus allured and secluded the Lord has choice things to say to us for 
our comfort.” Charles Spurgeon 

 
 
How a Bitter Place Becomes Sweet 
In the Bible, the wilderness can be a place of refreshment, renewal, and even revival. It can even be a 
place of spiritual “romance” where God woos us back to himself and reawakens our love to him. The 
wilderness isn’t a waste when God regains our attention and our affection. 

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to 
her. 15 And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And 
there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of 
Egypt.” (Hosea 2:14-15) 

“When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, I 
the Lord will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 18 I will open rivers on the bare 
heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and 
the dry land springs of water…that they may see and know, may consider and understand 
together, that the hand of the Lord has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.” (Is. 41:17-
18, 20 
 
“He turns a desert into pools of water, a parched land into springs of water.” (Ps. 107:35; see also 
Ps. 114:8; Is. 35:6-7; 43:19-20) 

 
 
Old Testament Examples 
Here are a few examples where the wilderness becomes a place to experience God’s nearness and care 
and hear his voice in personal, clear, and powerful ways. 

• God has compassion on Hagar and Ishmael, giving them food and water, promising their safety, 
and being with them (Gen. 21:15-21). 

• God reveals himself to Moses on Mt. Sinai, gives his law to his people, talks to Moses as a 
friend, and reveals his glory to him in a unique way (Ex. 24:15-18; 33-34). 
o In what many commentators see as a parallel to Moses meeting with God on the mountain, 

Jesus takes his three closest disciples up the mountain—a thematic connection to 
wilderness—where they hear the voice of God and see Jesus’ glory revealed (Mark 9:2-8). 

• Elijah goes into the wilderness and is fed by God through a brook and a raven (1 Kings 17:1-7. A 
second time, Elijah goes into the wilderness and God graciously provides food and water, as 
well as speaks to him (1 Kings 19:1-18). 



• David speaks of God becoming a refuge for him in the desert and it’s a place where his desires 
for God increase (Ps. 63). 

 

Jesus’ Example 
Jesus models getting away into the wilderness, whether a mountain or a “desolate place,” to be alone 
with God. Though the wilderness was for Jesus a place of testing (Matt. 4) it also was a retreat. 
 

“And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 
place, and there he prayed.” (Mark 1:35) 
 
“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God.” 
(Luke 6:12)  

 
When Jesus is weary or when the pressures and distractions mount, he withdraws into the wilderness 
because it’s a place of solitude where he can spend time with the Father. What defines the wilderness 
isn’t the danger inherent in it, the location, or the lack of resources, but it’s ability to provide 
undistracted attention on God. It was a spiritual retreat, but it’s a retreat to God in the midst of trials 
not a retreat from the trials themselves.  
 
 

The Tender Care of a Father (Deuteronomy 32) 
“He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness; he encircled him, he 
cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 11 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters 
over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions, 12 the Lord 
alone guided him, no foreign god was with him.” (Dt. 32:10-12) 

 
Deuteronomy 32 is one example of many where God’s people are pictured as weak, dependent, 
helpless children in desperate need of their loving, protecting, caring father to lead them and carry 
them through the wilderness. He uses language to describe his compassion and deep love for his 
people—the apple of his eye—that is evident in the wilderness. Like a parent when their child faces 
danger, he shields us or encircles us (Dt. 32:10). Like an eagle, he stirs up the nest so we will take flight, 
but he’s there to catch us and lead us if we struggle (Dt. 32:11-12; Ex. 19:4). He carries us and leads us. 
 
“And in the wilderness, where you have seen how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his 
son, all the way that you went until you came to this place.’” (Dt. 1:31; cf. 8:2; Is. 46:3-4; 63:9)  

“To him who led his people through the wilderness, for his steadfast love endures forever.” (Ps. 
136:16) 

“Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took them up by their arms, but they did not know that I 
healed them. 4 I led them with cords of kindness, with the bands of love, and I became to them as one 
who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed them.” (Hosea 11:3-4) 

 

The Committed, Wooing Love of a Spouse (Hosea 2) 



Hosea describes the wilderness as a place where God draws us away from the distractions and 
temptations of our worldly idols so we can be renewed in love, as God promises to do in Hosea 2:14 
(cf. Matt. 3:1; Rev. 12:6). 

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to 
her. 15 And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And 
there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of 
Egypt.” (Hosea 2:14-15) 

 
“God intends to win back the heart of His people. The word “allure” can be strong enough to suggest 
enticement or seduction. God is going to make the emotional and personal case for Israel’s return. His 
strategy, to speak tenderly to her, was often used in romantic contexts in the Bible (Gen. 34:3, Ruth 
2:13).” Mark Vroegeop 
 
It is in the wilderness that distractions are removed and space is provided to experience the goodness 
of God. The desert wilderness becomes an oasis as who God is becomes clearer when everything else 
is stripped away. When we’re forced to turn and look at God, we find what we’ve been looking for all 
along. Wilderness can be a place where we find ourselves for various reasons, and yet it’s the 
quietness, seclusion, and desperation of being here that allows God to draw near, care for us, and be 
our God. Through this refining fire things are put in perspective. We notice the difference between a 
toy and a treasure; what you leave behind and what you grab and take with you. God might have had 
enough with you flirting with your idols. He has you in the wilderness to woo your affections back to 
Him alone.  
 
“In the wilderness the old status of Israel, the status of love and trust in God, will be restored. There, 
Yahweh will again ‘speak tenderly’ to his people. Thus a return to the wilderness is also a return to the 
grace of God.” Ulrich Mauser 

 

Application 
1. See the wilderness less like an inhospitable desert robbing you of all the good blessings in life 

and more like a destination to get away from the distractions keeping you from what matters 
most. Take the perspective that God the wilderness might be a place where God proves his love 
and awakens my love for him. The wilderness doesn’t have to be a place where our faith 
shrivels but it can be a place where our faith is stirred. 

2. Embrace and lean into solitude, Bible reading and meditation, prayer or talking to God, and 
even things like silence and reflection. We often don’t hear from God or experience much 
communion with him because we simply don’t spend enough quality time with him. We give 
him a couple distracted moments to quick speak and then we move on, rather than lingering to 
listen and to speak from the heart. Solitude creates a space for these things to happen in an 
unhurried, undistracted manner, but the solitude needs paired with intentional ways we are 
seeking to listen to God and share our hearts with him. 

3. Consider reading a book or doing some kind of study in the Bible that will focus your attention 
directly on who God is. Get to know God in the wilderness. Finding Satisfaction in Christ; Gentle 
and Lowly; Rejoicing in Christ; Seeing and Savoring Christ; None Like Him. Or read books 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.%2034.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ruth%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ruth%202.13


focused on God’s love and care as a father to you, such as Communion with the Triune God or 
His Love Endures. 

4. Dwell on the ways God has treated you such kindness, love, and care. Take time to go on a walk 
and mentally consider these things or sit down and list them out. Consider your testimony and 
how God treated you with such undeserved mercy and grace, but also your life and how often 
he is gracious, patient, kind, steadfast in love, compassionate, caring, a good provider, and full 
of mercy. Let this stir up love for who he is and what he’s done. Or think about how God has 
cared for you as a loving father, providing, comforting, protecting leading, nurturing, and being 
present with you in whatever you face. 
 
You might also think honestly about your idols. How have they hurt you, failed you, left you 
empty or hollow, disappointed, or deceived you? Do they provide what they promise? Do they 
give you what you look to them for? Do they lead to peace, joy, and rest or do they rob you of 
these things? 

 
 

 
For Further Study 

• Leap Over a Wall by Eugene Peterson 
• Charles Spurgeon on God’s Love in the Wilderness.  

• “He Came and Bought Her” sermon by Mark Vroegop 
• “The Backslider’s Door of Hope” sermon by Charles Spurgeon on Hosea 2:15 
• “Call Me Husband, Not Baal” sermon by John Piper on Hosea 2 

• “Four Reasons the Wilderness Is Not a Waste” by Dustin Crowe at ftc.co 
 

https://thewearychristian.com/spurgeon-allured-by-gods-love-in-the-wilderness/
https://www.yourchurch.com/sermon/north-indy-he-came-and-bought-her/
https://www.spurgeongems.org/sermon/chs2569.pdf
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/call-me-husband-not-baal
https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/four-reasons-the-wilderness-is-not-a-waste

